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(U) CHINA RELAXES CURBS ON STUDENTS GOING ABROAD 



In still another reflection of the liberal- 
izing atmosphere being fostered by Deng Xiaoping 
and his reformist successors, Hu Yaobang and Zhao 
Ziyang, China's State Council recently issued reg- 
ulations relaxing the approval process for applica- 
tions to study abroad. The new -regulations are 
particularly more lenient for students on private 
funding or foreign scholarships. 

The effect of the regulations on enrollments 
in the US remains uncertain and depends on how both 
countries choose to handle increases in applica- 
tions. It is possible, however, that one result 
will be a significant increase in Chinese students 
coming to the US, especially those funded by US- 
relatives or scholarships. 



Privately Funded students Now Encouraged 

(S/NF) Since 1978, well in excess of 33,000 
Chinese students have gone overseas to study; some 
10,000-13,000 are currently in the US* Chinese 
policy has been to encourage promising students and 
scholars to seek PRC-funded scholarships, and late 
last year the Gbinese Government announced that it 
would increase by one-third the number of such 
awards. 

(S/NF) The use of private funding for such 
study, however, has been a controversial issue in 
China, with some in the leadership fearing that 
privately sponsored students abroad would be less 
controllable and less likely to return upon the 
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